
 
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE    DATE: 7TH JUNE 2017 
 
 
Application 
Number 

17/0236/LBC Agenda 
Item 

 

Date Received 2nd March 2017 Officer Sophia 
Dudding 

Target Date 27th April 2017   
Ward Petersfield   
Site Cambridge Railway Station Station Road 

Cambridge Cambridgeshire   
Proposal Installation of 6 iVision advertising display units 

within the station foyer 
Applicant Mr Thomas Johnston 

991 Great West Road Brentford TW8 9DN  
 
 

SUMMARY The development accords with the 
Development Plan for the following reasons: 

� The proposal would not harm the 
special interest of the Listed Building.   

RECOMMENDATION APPROVAL 

 
 
1.0 SITE DESCRIPTION/AREA CONTEXT 
 
1.1 Cambridge Railway Station is a Grade II listed building located 

at the eastern end of Station Road and within the Conservation 
Area. The surrounding area is currently going through CB1 
regeneration development which is comprised of new 
residential and commercial developments with contemporary 
building design to create a high quality interchange for visitors 
and local people.  

 
2.0 THE PROPOSAL 
 
2.1 Listed building consent is sought for the installation of 6 ‘iVision’ 

advertising display units within the station foyer.  
 

2.2 During the course of the application, extra information relating 
to the fixing details and photomontages was submitted.  



 
2.3 The application is accompanied by the following supporting 

information: 
 

1. Design and Heritage Statement 

2. Drawings  
 
2.4 The proposal is entirely within the confines of the ticket hall and 

therefore advertisement consent is not required for the 
proposal. 

 
3.0 SITE HISTORY 
 

Reference Description Outcome 
16/1117/FUL Proposed installation of two 

ATM's through two windows on 
the station platform. Security infill 
panels incorporating the ATM's 
are to be placed in front of these 
openings. 

Permitted  

15/1936/LBC Retail fit out of an existing unit to 
be occupied by the West 
Cornwall Pasty Co.  Installation 
of condenser unit within the 
refuse store and alteration to the 
window between the refuse store 
and store room to allow for 
cabling. 

Permitted  

14/0096/LBC Refurbishment of north wing and 
southern range, including 
conversion of two windows  to 
doors 

Permitted 

   
4.0 PUBLICITY   
 
4.1 Advertisement:      Yes  
 Adjoining Owners:     Yes  
 Site Notice Displayed:     Yes  

 
5.0 POLICY 

 
5.1 See Appendix 1 for full details of Central Government 

Guidance, Cambridge Local Plan 2006 policies, Supplementary 
Planning Documents and Material Considerations. 



 
5.2 Relevant Development Plan policies 
 

PLAN POLICY NUMBER 

Cambridge Local 
Plan 2006 

4/10  

 
5.3 Relevant Central Government Guidance, Supplementary 

Planning Documents and Material Considerations 
 

Central 
Government 
Guidance 

National Planning Policy Framework March 
2012 

National Planning Policy Framework – 
Planning Practice Guidance March 2014 

Circular 11/95 

 
5.4 Status of Proposed Submission – Cambridge Local Plan 
 

Planning applications should be determined in accordance with 
policies in the adopted Development Plan and advice set out in 
the NPPF. However, after consideration of adopted plans and 
the NPPF, policies in emerging plans can also be given some 
weight when determining applications. For Cambridge, 
therefore, the emerging revised Local Plan as published for 
consultation on 19 July 2013 can be taken into account, 
especially those policies where there are no or limited 
objections to it. However it is likely, in the vast majority of 
instances, that the adopted development plan and the NPPF 
will have considerably more weight than emerging policies in 
the revised Local Plan. 

 
For the application considered in this report, there are no 
policies in the emerging Local Plan that should be taken into 
account. 

 
6.0 CONSULTATIONS 
 

Cambridgeshire County Council (Highways Development 
Control) 

 



6.1 No objections  
 

Urban Design and Conservation team 
 
6.2 Original comments  

 
There is no objection to the concept of these advertising units 
being in the ticket hall but there is not enough detail to assess 
the scale of and precise locations of the particular totems 
proposed. 
 
Additional information required: 
 
� Internal elevations or photomontages show totems in 

relation to the LB. It is not necessary to draw the whole 
interior of the ticket foyer but just a typical example, 
showing relative sizes of totems, doors, ceiling heights, 
architectural features [plaster mouldings], etc. 
 

� Details showing fixings to flooring [stating whether floors 
are historic or modern] and power supply routes for 
totems and how power gets to the units. 

 
Final Comments  
 
The photomontages submitted show that the ‘totems’ to be 
placed between the street side doors are not taller than the 
entrances and, hence, should not be visually over-dominant. 
Those illustrating the ‘totems’ to be placed on the platform side 
of the hall indicate that they will not obscure the decorative 
plaster mouldings on the walls in this area. The threaded 
anchor rod fixings into the floor are acceptable. There is still no 
information about how the services get to the ‘totems’ but that 
can be obtained via a planning condition. 

 
6.3 The above responses are a summary of the comments that 

have been received.  Full details of the consultation responses 
can be inspected on the application file.   

 
7.0 REPRESENTATIONS 
 
7.1  Councillor Richard Robertson has commented on this 

application, which can be summarised as following: 
 



� The digital panels would be so large that they would be visually 
intrusive in this listed building  

� The applicant has not demonstrated that there is clear 
understanding of the building’s importance in the national and 
Cambridge context (Policy 4/10 requirements). 

� The application should have included an assessment relating to 
concerns to preserve the integrity of the arches.  

 
8.0 ASSESSMENT 
 
8.1 The proposed freestanding 6 digital display panels would be 

installed internally within the Station entrance hall on two 
elevations. 4 digital panels would be installed next to the main 
entrance and adjacent to the pillars which form part of the 
architectural feature of the listed building. Another 2 digital 
panels would be installed next to the entrance to the platforms 
after the ticket barriers. They would be 2.3m tall and 1m wide 
with the digital display occupying an area of 1.5m high by 0.8m 
wide.  

 
8.2 During the course of the application, photomontages relating to 

the siting of the panels to demonstrate the visual relationship 
with the listed building have been submitted by the applicant. In 
light of these photomontages, the Conservation Officer supports 
the proposal. It is noted that the scale of these digital panels is 
large. Cllr Robertson objects to the application for this reason, 
advising that the panels are so large that they would detract 
from the setting and appearance of the listed building. However, 
the height of the panels would be set below both entrances, and 
compared with the scale of the internal feature arches, they 
would be relatively low.   

 
8.3 The view of officers is that these digital panels would not be 

visually dominant. The majority of features at pedestrian height 
within the hall are typical of modern day railway station foyers 
(automated barriers, ticket machines, ticket offices, retail 
outlets, directional signage and train information displays).  The 
panels would form part and parcel of the pre-existing collection 
of temporary railway ‘furniture’ within the hall and would not 
significantly detract from its setting. They would not be 
permanently affixed to the listed building and the installations 
are reversible. On this basis, I consider the proposal would not 
give rise to a significant adverse impact on the significance of 



the listed building. The Conservation officer shares the same 
view.  

 
8.4 In my opinion the proposal is compliant with Cambridge Local 

Plan (2006) policy 4/10.   
 
9.0 RECOMMENDATION 

 
 APPROVE, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the 

expiration of three years from the date of this consent. 
  
 Reason:  To comply with the requirements of Section 18 of the 

Planning (Listed Building & Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (as 
amended by section 51(4) of the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004). 

 
2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in 

accordance with the approved plans as listed on this decision 
notice. 

  
 Reason:  In the interests of good planning. 
 
3. Full details of all services runs including electrical and data 

trunking/conduits, shall be submitted to and approved in writing 
by the Local Planning Authority prior to the installation of the 
panels. The development shall be carried out in accordance 
with the approved details.  

  
 Reason: To avoid harm to the special interest of the listed 

building (Cambridge Local Plan 2006, policy 4/10). 
 
 INFORMATIVE:  Condition 3 cannot be discharged by 

submission of installers' technical drawings, etc. but needs to 
refer specifically to where service runs penetrate, cut through or 
are buried in / attached to historic fabric. 

 
 


